
Proudly present…
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A national first project involving 
the collection of clinical 
cancer data across the whole 
Barwon South Western 
region for all cancers and 
from any databases or 
repositories.

Fully funded by The Cancer Council Victoria and
Department of Human Services



This will provide us for the first 
time the ability to report on 
clinical treatment and outcomes 
as well as any recurrences to 
support current incidence and 
surveillance data that Victorian 
Cancer Registry (VCR) 
publishes.



The pilot will enable a 
model for clinical data collection

to be rolled out across the State.

The model includes not only 
database schema and 
automation process, but data 
collection / review process 
and resource kit. 
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Two contrasting viewpoints

• Surely we already have cancer staging 
information, as it’s so simple and routine to 
collect.

• Collecting information on cancer stage, 
especially TNM* detail may be a greater 
challenge than the human genome project.

Viewpoints from “Collection of population-based cancer staging 
information in Western Australia – a feasibility study”, 2004.

* Tumour Nodes Metastases.
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When news broke in May [2006] 
that a number of RMIT staff 
members had been 
diagnosed with brain 
tumours, questions were 
raised about a possible 
‘cancer cluster’.

‘The details of the cancers 
showed it wasn’t really a 
brain cancer cluster after all’

(Registry Statistician and 
Information Manager Vicky
Thursfield).

From "Cancer News" issue 193, July 2006
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YET…
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“We call it lung cancer and it 
looks like lung cancer on an 
x-ray, but in terms of its 
behaviour in its response to 
these drugs it indicates that
biologically it seems to be a 
different disease that is 
affecting the healthy, non-
smoking population” (David 
Ball, Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Centre).

Jan 28, 2008, The Age. 
Picture of Matt Pusey and friend.
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Victorian Cancer RegistryBarwon South Western Region

SWARH* Net

Direct transfer

Monthly transfer

*South West Alliance of Rural Health

Future



Our expert project team is working to 
achieve a 21st century data collection 
system.

We are creating a comprehensive set of 
data items with standardised 
presentation for entry into local data 
repositories, followed by transfer to 
the VCR*.

The VCCRD** data dictionary is our 
guide.

* Victorian Cancer Registry
** Victorian Clinical Cancer Registration Dataset
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Staging

Diagnosis Metastisis

Death

Metastisis
(spread)

Recurrence

Treatment

Additional
Metastisis

Additional
Recurrence

What the VCR has been collecting

What the ECO project is adding to the VCR

What the ECO project is adding to the local site data repository
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Linda Batson
Email: lindabat@barwonhealth.org.au

Phone: 03 5260 3152

0434 189 324

Thankyou!


